
 

1 Bishop Cam Venables – Homily                                                                Sunday – 20th November 2022 -Christ the King                                                           

Homily for people and parishes… 
Bishop Cam Venables – Sunday, 20th November 2022 – Christ the King 

Readings: Jeremiah 23:1-16    Psalm 46 

Colossians 1:11-20            Luke 23:33-43 

 

One of the great things about this time of year is the opportunity to visit schools and 

celebrate with them some of the things that God has been doing in the life of their 

community over the previous academic year.  There have been Year 12 graduations, Year 6 

graduations, Speech and Presentation nights, Valedictory dinners, and Formals… They have 

each been significant, but I think particularly for those who are finishing school and going 

on into a new season of life!   

 

In previous years I have usually offered a song because there’s often so much prose it’s 

good to share something in a different genre.  This year, however, I wrote a poem called 

‘We are not the same!’ and because it had different rhythms to everyday speech it seemed 

to strike a chord.  I won’t share the whole piece but offer a taste to give you a sense of 

rhythm and content: 

“…Now I think it’s quite cool 

that you’ve been at this school… for years…  

and there has been sweat and tears 

and friendships and conflicts 

and moments of insight that will bless you 

in the new season  

that’s arriving… soon. 

 

For you stand at the edge of a nest 

and you’re spreading your wings  

To fly high, maybe;  

maybe, low… just go 

and explore this extraordinary earth 

and bring to birth  

that which is uniquely within you. 

 

For it’s not just the prize-winners, 

lead singers, goal scorers… 

who can flourish and grow, 

it’s each of you…  

and deep down you know. 
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For sure, there’ll be challenges, 

failures, and gloom, 

Then, pick yourselves up and– reach out to the room! 

For friends are important 

not just at school, but out there, 

and we need them especially,  

when the world is unfair…” 

 

I’ll pause the poem there, but, the Psalms were a form of Hebrew poetry with particular 

rhythms that helped people remember important things about faith.  Think of the opening 

verses from today’s Psalm which affirm, “God is our refuge and our strength, a very present 

help in trouble.  Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the 

mountains shake in the heart of the sea…” (Psalm 46:1-2).      

 

I wonder if those verses were running through the mind of Jesus when he trudged out of 

Jerusalem to be crucified!  It’s almost impossible to imagine that someone would have had 

the presence of mind to think, “God is our refuge and our strength, a very present help in 

times of trouble…” while nails were driven through their wrists, and feet – but, as a Jewish 

man Jesus had listened to the Psalms all his life, and they had helped to shape his religious 

thinking.  When I have struggled with the imagery and intent of some Psalms I have thought 

seriously about not saying those verses… and I have been challenged by the knowledge that 

Jesus knew all these Psalms, not just the comfortable parts! 

 

‘Though Christians read the Psalms in public worship and private prayer I think the words 

attributed to Jesus in the Gospels hold greater weight.  In today’s reading from Luke Jesus is 

crucified and while that was happening he offered extraordinary words. 

 

Knowing he was innocent, and that he was being killed unfairly, Jesus is not remembered 

saying, “Damn you – you Temple police!  Go to hell – you Roman authorities!”  Instead, 

Jesus is remembered saying, “Forgive them Father; for they do not know what they are 

doing!” Or as the song-writer Lauren Hill wrote, “Forgive them Father; for they know not 

what they do.”   

 

It sounds crazy doesn’t it… but, it shouldn’t surprise us.  Jesus did not just say, ‘Love your 

enemies, and pray for those who persecute you,,,’ he did it – even as he was dying!  He 

‘walked the talk’, and lived authentically even when it was hard as he said, “Forgive them 

Father for they know not what they do!”  Each time we pray the Lord’s Prayer there is an 

uncomfortable reminder that we are similarly called to be a people who practice 

forgiveness for we pray, “Forgive us our sins… as we forgive… those who sin against us.” 
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As an important aside, I am certainly not saying that if you are a woman in a violent 

relationship, you should keep forgiving the perpetrator until he beats you to death!  In such 

circumstances there needs to be distance before forgiveness possibly be contemplated.  

That could be geographical distance, emotional distance, or distance in time… but, 

hopefully it can be from a distance… that is safe. 

 

I think ‘forgiveness’ is worth thinking about today – the last day of the liturgical year for I 

reckon we all fall short of goodness somewhere.  Through some of the things we do, and 

through some of the things we don’t do.  That’s why each time we come to church we have 

an opportunity to acknowledge this, say, ‘Sorry!’, and… be reassured that no matter what 

we’ve done God loves us and forgives us.  The absolution in A Prayer Book for Australia 

affirm that (God) “…pardons us and sets us free, strengthens us in all goodness, and keeps 

us in eternal life.”  In the Episcopal Church of Scotland Prayer Book the affirmation is more 

nuanced and says, “To all and to each where regret is real, God pronounces pardon and 

grants us the right to begin again.”   

 

May God help us recognise where we fall short of goodness, and may our regret be real.  

And, may the forgiveness we experience from God give us the capacity and the desire to 

forgive others.  As we each reflect on unfinished business in our lives, is there someone it 

would be good for us to forgive, or seek forgiveness from?  Is there now sufficient distance 

for us to contemplate this?  Is there now sufficient grace for us to do this?  

 

As we consider these difficult questions I think the closing stanzas of the poem for 

graduating year 12’s this year may have something for us: 

 

“…Know you are each gifted and blessed, 

and that a key to success  

is simply each day to be kind.  

Make a habit of this 

until you no longer think,  

What to do? 

it’s just in you! 

  

We are not the same… and it’s good! 

May God’s blessing be yours…  

is that understood?”  

Amen 


