
Homily – 10-01-21 – Epiphany 1  - Bishop Cam Venables  

 Readings:      Genesis 1:1-5                                              Psalm 29 

Acts 19:1-7                                                  Mark 1:4-11 

When it was announced that I was to be consecrated a bishop the 
Rockhampton Grammar school, where I was chaplain, offered to buy a gift.  I 
asked if the school’s Design and Technology Department could make a bishop’s 
crozier, and very generously they agreed.  In the design I hoped to bring 
together some of the insights about the universe we have from science, 
together with the traditional shape of a shepherd’s crook.  So, the metal hook 
begins with a single ball to reflect the understanding from ‘Big-Bang’ theory 
that the universe began 13.7 billion years ago from a point of 
singularity.  That is, ‘a one-dimensional point which contained a huge mass in 
an infinitely small space, where density and gravity were infinite and space-
time curved infinitely, and where the laws of physics as we know them did 
not operate.’ 

From this ball the rod then arcs gracefully into a helix, before joining the 
timber staff!  The Head of Department was incredibly patient, and the crozier 
that he and the senior students created is a blessing.  Each time I assemble 
the crozier it reminds me of the challenge to bring faith and science, emotion 
and intellect into dialogue; and from this find new ways of expressing faith in 
an infinitely loving God.  Expressing faith with the very finite building blocks of 
poetry and prose; instrumental music and song; and quite possibly every 
expression of art…. 
  

In today’s first reading we hear the opening verses from Genesis, ‘In the 
beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was 
a  formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from 
God swept over the waters.  Then God said, “Let there be light…”’ 

In this ancient Hebrew text there are exciting affirmations:  before there was 
anything – there was God!  Not many God’s, but, one God!  And a wind from 
that God, better translated as the breath of that God moved over the waters…. 
before bringing light, land, and… all forms of life. And then, the fantastic 
refrain after each day of creation, that God looked at what had been created 
and concluded that it was… good! 

  



Not surprising that the last Gospel to be written, the Gospel of John, draws 
from these verses in Genesis to express the understanding that Jesus, the 
promised Christ, was so significant that he had to be with God, in God, and was 
God, before anything else came to be. Here is how that Gospel begins, ‘In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word, was with God, and the Word was 
God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being.  What has come into 
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in 
the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it.’ 

Please consider those recurring themes: ‘in the beginning…’ ‘God created…’ 
‘bringing light…’ ‘bringing life.’  How do they resonate with you?  God 
creating you, and me, not just at the moment of our conception… but, in an 
ongoing way.  God bringing light into our lives. God bringing meaning to 
our lives. 
  

In today’s reading from the Gospel of Mark we hear about Jesus being baptised 
by John the Baptist, and in this text there some elements from the Genesis 
creation story. There was water which Jesus went into, under, and came out 
of; there was God’s Spirit; there was new life; and there was the 
affirmation, “You are my Son the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

For Jesus life would never be the same again.  Somehow in Baptism he seemed 
to become profoundly aware of who he was, and what was his purpose in life. 
  

I wonder what criteria we would use to describe ourselves, and our purpose in 
life?  We might start with our nationality, and what languages we 
speak.   Then talk about gender, and who we are related to.  But, how does our 
faith shape our understanding of identity and purpose?  

In our Baptism and Confirmation promises we claimed identity as disciples of 
Christ, and as children of God.  Perhaps these promises were made a long time 
ago and are worth re-visiting or renewing at the beginning of this year. 
  

The first question that a priest asks in Baptism, and a Bishop asks in 
Confirmation, is deceptively simple: ‘Do you turn to Christ?’  And the set 
response is: ‘I turn to Christ!’  As a bishop I have occasionally responded to 
the candidate, ‘What does that mean for you?’  ‘What does it mean for you 
to turn to Christ!’ 



  

And the answers offered have generally been thoughtful and well 
expressed…  ‘What does it mean for us to turn to Christ each day?’  If I asked 
you that question as we sat sharing a cup of tea at your kitchen table… how 
would you respond? And, to be fair, what words would I answer that 
question?  

My hunch is that we respond it will have a some influence on our self-
understanding of identity and purpose. 
  

The second question asked by priest and bishop is: ‘Do you repent of your 
sins?’ and the candidates respond, ‘I repent of my sins?’ I have never publicly 
asked what those sins might be, but in preparing people for baptism and 
confirmation it is an important thing to explore and articulate what we 
understand to be ‘sin’.  What do we understand to be sinful?  Why do we need 
to be forgiven?  What does that old-fashioned word ‘repentance’ mean? And… 
what does forgiveness feel like? 

And, the third question is perhaps the most straight forward: ‘Do you reject 
selfish living, and all that is false and unjust?’ With the set response, ‘I reject 
them all!’  However, the implications of this third answer are huge for there 
is much in our culture and economic systems that encourage selfishness. 
  

However, I don’t want to go down a rabbit hole unpacking this third 
affirmation and lose sight of the first… because I think it is pivotal. 

‘I turn to Christ!’ What does that mean for you, and how do you do it? 

Let’s pray… 

Loving God, we give thanks for our lives and for the ongoing work of your Spirit 
in the world.  In our reflection and thinking this week help us to 
better understand what it means to follow the one in whom you were well 
pleased, Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

  


