
1 Peter 2:11-25 – Strangers in the world

Our lives are full of emotion and reactions to the experiences they encounter as part of their 
existence in creation. Grief, bliss, pain and comfort are just examples of an immeasurable range of 
possible emotions and feelings.

Today’s readings expose us to two different times, in the Gospel we are at the table with Jesus and 
his disciples sharing their final meal on the night of the betrayal, arrest and trial of Jesus. We see the 
disciples through Thomas still blinded by human expectation and understanding, unable to connect 
the meaning of Jesus presence and experience with what he has taught them and the words of  
scriptures.

The second, from the reading of 1 Peter 2:11-25, puts us into a post resurrection world. A world 
where the fledgling movement known as the way is being persecuted for its belief and teaching. Life 
in this first century church is hard, the rules of society and rights of people outside the wealthy or 
important lack any sense of justice we might demand as basic human rights in 2020 Australia.  

Today is the fifth Sunday of Easter, a time of great joy as we traditionally continue to celebrate the 
resurrection of our Lord, Jesus as the Christ, the messiah promised through the prophets, but today 
for many our celebration remains subdued by the reality of the carona-19 pandemic. 

Today we should be gathered together in places of worship expressing to the world our joy and 
knowledge of the salvation made possible through the risen Christ, but instead we find ourselves 
isolated in our homes, worried about who may be a threat to us, to our health or that of those we 
love.

As Christians we are familiar with the call to live good lives honouring God. We are aware of 
constant temptations driven by what Peter calls “..the sinful desires which wage war against our 
soul”. A reality of our human nature is to move toward self-preservation, this reality can skew our 
perceptions and lead to the formation of barriers. As we apply our human expectation influenced by 
fear and other emotions we may likely fail to recognise truth or opportunity. 

Now while this sounds a bit depressing, it is important to remember that Jesus even in his answer to 
Thomas gives us assurance that God understands our nature and loves us, and simply calls us to do 
what we can to live as well as we can.

So in light of the situation in which we find ourselves how do we do what is right? How do we even 
determine what is right from wrong? How is the best way for us to respond to it so that God is 
honoured, and the gospel proclaimed?

First we must accept that no matter our situation it is God who has called us as foreigners or exiles 
and in doing so we find that being called we are in conflict with the world we live in. Even possibly 
with the people we love. But we must not rebel but live honest lives as best we know how, abiding 
by societal expectations  

We must always including prayer in our considerations. We will not always get it right and when we 
fail we must reflect, listen to the Holy Spirit guiding us and strive to move forward.

Peter write that God is aware of our suffering and stresses the point that God will reward unjust 
suffering. Just what such a reward looks like is something only God knows but it was how Jesus lived 
his life and how we as Christians are called to live our lives.  



Personally I find the beatitudes a reliable yard stick when measuring my interactions with others. If I 
am honest in my reflections I can see where my bias has led me astray and where it has enabled me 
to both show honour to God by loving others and seeing Jesus in the needs of others.

As we continue this long and challenging period of physical isolation from one another let us focus 
on the joy of knowing that in the resurrected Christ we are always one church, one family in 
constant communion with God.

Let us pray.

Our Lord, Jesus your example was one of pure love, as we continue our lives in the face of challenges
may your presence open our hearts that we will learn from our failings and grow to realise the 
opportunities placed before us to forward your mission in this broken but hopeful world. 
Compassionate and comforting God we ask that you hear our prayer. Amen.
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