
Homily based on the readings for 25-03-20 - Lent 5 

My Welsh Granny was a short lady with a big heart. Her old stone sink was so low that I was more 

comfortable kneeling to do the dishes, but to reach the top shelf of her pantry, (filled with home-

made jams and chutneys)... even I needed a stool! Through the years I observed that Gran had a 

simple strategy whenever she encountered a crisis. Whether it was a family emergency caused by 

illness or car accident, friends experiencing relationship issues, or community members struggling 

with unemployment... my Granny would put the kettle on and make a pot of tea! To this day I find  

comfort and warmth from the familiar sound of a kettle whistling on a stove. 

 

If my Granny were alive in this time of global pandemic I have no doubt that people would be 

coming to her door for wise counsel, and that many pots of tea would be made. However, I am not 

sure how she would have coped with the understandable advice from medical authorities that 

people need to physically and socially distance themselves from each other to slow the rate  

of infection. 

 

'Though I teased Gran about her tea-making when I was a boy I have to confess that as an adult I 

drink a lot of tea, and I love to share a pot of tea when someone comes to visit! In these troubling 

days I find comfort in the familiar ritual of putting loose leaf tea in a pot and letting it brew for a 

while before pouring. There's space in this to consider what's going on and find some comfort from a 

familiar activity. It's like making the bed each morning! I am not able to develop a vaccine to combat 

the virus, or change the course of things greatly, but... I can make my bed; and I can make a cup of 

tea; and I can pray! 

 

I wonder what familiar rituals are giving you comfort in this uncertain time, and what new rituals you 

are putting in place to sustain you. If you're happy to share these with me, I would love to hear 

about them, and to hear how you're going. 

 

For all clergy there is a daily rhythm of Morning and Evening prayer and to help resource this there 

are different prayers set for each day. These are found between pages 383 and 424 in A Prayer Book 

for Australia and I encourage you to look at these to see if they would help you in establishing  

a rhythm of prayer at home while we are not able to physically meet with others. If you don't have a 

prayer book at home but would like a copy I think we could arrange for the parish you belong to to 

lend you one. However, if this is not possible please contact me and I'll email or send 'Daily Prayer' 

as a booklet to you. 

 

For each morning and evening prayer there are four set Bible readings: one from the Old Testament, 

one from the New Testament, and one from a Psalm. For Holy Communion services there is also a 

Gospel reading. 

 

It is the four readings set for Holy Communion that I draw from each Sunday and I will continue to 

use these as a focus each week. 

 

I think the Old Testament reading from Ezekiel this week speaks powerfully to where we find 

ourselves: fearful, and unsure about the future. 

 

Ezekiel's vision was given to the people of Israel when they were held captive in exile. Their temple 

in Jerusalem had been destroyed, their city had been plundered, and their leaders had been 



maimed. How could they come back from such an experience as a people, and as a community of 

faith? 

 

God inspired Ezekiel through a vision in which he walked through a valley of dry bones before he was 

asked, 'Can these bones live?' 

 

Then Ezekiel was told to prophecy to the bones using these words: 'Hear the word of the Lord. Thus 

says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews 

on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in  

you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.' 

 

It's a powerful, hope-filled vision which must have brought comfort and strength to a people who 

were broken and scattered in a way that's hard for most of us to imagine. 

 

We are not broken or scattered but I think many of us are fearful and unsure what the next few 

weeks and months will bring. Who will we lose to this virus? Which beloved members of our family, 

friendships groups, colleagues, and congregations will we lose prematurely to this virus? 

 

Already huge numbers of people have been made unemployed in Australia, many businesses have 

closed, and no one knows how long or how deep the impact will be on national and global 

economies... 

 

And for us as a Church there is the current challenge of offering people resources to worship and be 

spiritually nurtured; and the challenge of pastorally caring for people who are increasingly isolated 

from one another. But, on the near horizon there is the looming challenge of supporting people as 

they grieve, while wondering what the Church will look like in six months. 

 

The vision given to Ezekiel reminds us that God not only gives life, God restores life. 

 

That is not to say that life will be as it was before because when we remember the people to whom 

this vision was first given not all the Jewish people held captive in Babylon returned to rebuild 

Jerusalem. Arguably the wealthiest and best educated Jews had learnt to call Babylon home, so they  

stayed and helped to finance the rebuilding without returning themselves. 

 

No matter what lies ahead for us it is deeply reassuring to be reminded of God's love and that even 

against the odds, God restores life. In the metaphor, old bones can live again, and in God's grace 

death can be transformed into new life. 

 

I'm off to put the kettle on! But before I go invite you to join me in prayer: 

 

God of grace and love, 

We give thanks for the gift of our lives and for the hope that comes from  

faith in Christ. 

As we continue to face an uncertain future, 

Renew us each day and give us courage; 

Help us to be wise, compassionate, and creative, 

as we find new ways of being Church and being community. 



We pray for your blessing particularly on all who serve in the front line of  

medical care, 

and for those working to develop a vaccine. 

And, pray in the name of the one who healed the sick; 

and set the captives free, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Amen 


