
Homily – The Baptism of our Lord – 12/01/20 

 

In the name of our loving, liberating, and life-giving God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

One of the really great things about living in Toowoomba is the opportunity to become friends with 

people from many different parts of the world.  Women and men who have come to Australia as 

migrants or refuges and who now call Australia home.  As life is shared together you get to hear 

what it was like growing up in different places, and often they describe a context very different to 

my own. 

 

I recently asked a friend from South Sudan what it was like for him when he was a boy growing up in 

what is now Jonglei State.  He described making models of cattle with his friends and imagining what 

it would be like to have large herds of cattle to milk and look after.  He explained the responsibilities 

of looking after younger siblings and goats and telling stories with the family in the evening.  Like 

most boys he looked forward to growing up and being a man and this transition was managed 

through a formal initiation process. 

 

In this initiation the older men of the village, including his uncles, took him and other boys apart 

from the community.  As well as teaching them the responsibilities of being men cuts were made on 

their foreheads to make visible scars, and six teeth were removed from their lower jaws. At the end 

of this they were presented with a spear and club so that they could now take their place among the 

men; ready to defend the village and the cattle against such predators as lions, leopards, and 

hyenas! 

 

In the society I grew up in we had no equivalent initiation ceremony into adulthood.  Some would 

suggest that we became adults when we passed our driving test, graduated from school, voted in an 

election, or sustained a relationship for more than a year. But in any of these no visible mark is made 

which says that I've grown up and can 'defend the village'.  It would be an interesting project to 

intentionally learn from other cultures about ways we might better enable the transition young 

people in Australia make from being dependent children to interdependent adults. 

 

In the Gospel reading from Matthew today we hear about Jesus going through a form of initiation 

that we can identify with.  Jesus is remembered being baptised by John the Baptist and through this 

he seemed to transition from a life that was not focussed on God, to a life that was completely 

focussed on God.  Matthew writes that when Jesus "came up from the water the heavens were 

opened, the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending on him." Then, 

Matthew continues, people heard a voice from heaven saying, "This is my Son, the Beloved, with 

whom I am well pleased." 

 

In many ways it's clear from that point on the life of Jesus would never be the same again!  After the 

experience Jesus went into the desert for a time of reflection before returning very clear about who 

he was and what God wanted him to do. 

 

Most of us have not had cuts made in our forehead or teeth removed to show that we are in a  new 

stage of life.  But, most of us have been Baptised and Confirmed.  In a very public way we said on 

these occasions that we intend for our lives to have a particular focus in Christ.  The sign of the cross 



was made on our foreheads - often with oil - and people prayed over us asking that God's Spirit 

would help us be faithful throughout our life's journey.  All this with the hope that God would not 

only bless us but would also use our little lives to bless others. 

 

Often those who have been newly Baptised or Confirmed are full of enthusiasm for the life of faith 

project!  They're praying and reading the Bible everyday and faith is new and exciting.  But as the 

years go by our enthusiasm can wane and we can start to take it all for granted.  We know 

intellectually that we have a life with God in Christ, but we haven't touched base for a 

while!  Somehow that first love and excitement seems long ago and is now less fresh and not 

exciting? 

 

This feeling is entirely normal and we experience it sometimes in our very human relationships with 

others.  But, unlike these human relationships there is an understanding that God has been part of 

our lives right from the beginning.  There is the wonderful affirmation in Psalm one hundred and 

thirty-nine that speaks of this: "It was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my 

mother's womb.  I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made..." (Psalm 139:13). 

 

As we remember the impact that baptism had on Jesus as an adult man, may we each remember our 

own Baptism - no matter how long ago it was - and may we ask God's Spirit for a renewed sense of 

wonder, love, and purpose in our life of faith. 

 

To help with this I invite you to join me in a seven-day challenge!  Could we begin each day this week 

by saying the phrase used in response to the first question asked at Baptism.  This affirmation I'd like 

us to say each day is, "I turn to Christ!" 

 

I can be quite forgetful so I'm going to write it with a white board marker on the mirror that I shave 

in front of each morning.  It'll be a helpful prompt!  For you the affirmation could be written on a 

piece of paper stuck to the wall with blue tack, and you'll know the most helpful place to put it. 

 

And... as we say it and think about what it will mean for us in the coming day, may God's Spirit bless 

and renew your life and mine. 

 

Amen. 


